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The Auschwitz complex of camps was located
administratively in Provinz Oberschlesien of the Third
Reich, Regierungsbezirk Kattowitz, Landkreis Bielitz,
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Prisoners placed in these cells would gradually suffocate as they used up all of the oxygen in the
cell; sometimes the SS would light a candle in the cell to use up the oxygen more quickly. Many
were subjected to hanging with their hands behind their backs for hours, even days, thus dislocating

their shoulder joints.[15]

On September 3, 1941, deputy camp commandant SS-
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Dutch girl Anna Maria ("Settela") Steinbach, who appears in an iconic, haunting, still image from
a film peering out from a transport train that would take her from the Westerbork detention camp
in the Netherlands to her eventual death in the gas chambers at Auschwitz. Steinbach was believed to be Jewish until research uncovered her
Sinti heritage in 1994271

German psychologist Eva Justin did a pseudo-scientific study for her doctoral dissertation, titled "Lebensschicksale artfremd erzogener
Zigeunerkinder und ihrer Nachkommen " (English: "The life history of alien-raised Gypsy children and their descendants”). The objective of the
study was to ascertain the prevalence of "Gypsy traits" in "Zigeunermischlinge ", (Gypsy half-breed) half-Romani children, many half-German,

who were taken from their parents and raised in orphanages and foster homes without any contact with Romani culture 2!

Of the 41 children in the study at St. Josefspflege orphanage in Mulfingen, Germany, 39 of them (20 boys and 19 girls) were shipped to
Auschwitz on May 6, 1944. Of the 39 children, two survived Auschwitz; all the others were killed, most during the final liquidation of the camp on
the night of August 2
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The overall command authority for the entire camp was the SS-Economics Main Office,
known as the SS-Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt or SS-WVHA. Within the WVHA,
it was Department D (the Concentration Camps Inspectorate) which commanded
directly the activities at Auschwitz.

The command personnel of Auschwitz, who lived on site and ran the camp complex,
were all members of the SS-
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In one failed attempt to muffle the noise, two motorcycle engines were revved up to full throttle nearby, but the
sound of yelling could be heard over the engines.[44]

Sonderkommandos removed gold teeth from the corpses of gas chamber victims; the gold was melted down
and collected by the SS. The belongings of the arrivals were seized by the SS and sorted in an area of the
camp called "Canada," so-called because Canada was seen as a land of plenty. Many of the SS at the camp

enriched themselves by pilfering the confiscated property.[45]

The gas chambers worked to their fullest capacity from April
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tested the efficacy of X-rays as a sterilization device by administering large doses to female
prisoners. Prof. Dr. Carl Clauberg injected chemicals into women's uteruses in an effort to glue them
shut. Bayer, then a subsidiary of IG Farben, bought prisoners to use as guinea pigs for testing new

drugs.[59]

The most infamous doctor at Auschwitz was Josef Mengele, known as the "Angel of Death".
Particularly interested in research on identical twins, Mengele performed cruel experiments on them,
such as inducing diseases in one twin and killing the other when the first died to perform comparative
autopsies. He also took a special interest in dwarfs, and he deliberately induced gangrene in twins,
dwarfs and other prisoners to study the effects.[6%]

Mengele, at the behest of fellow Nazi physician Kurt Heissmeyer, was responsible for picking the

twenty Jewish children to be used in Heissmeyers' pseudoscientific[m] medical experiments at the
Neuengamme concentration camp. These children, at the conclusion of the experiments, were infamously hanged from wall hooks in the
basement of the Bullenhuser Damm school in Hamburg.

Main article: Jewish skeleton collection

The Jewish skeleton collection was obtained from among a pool of 115 Jewish inmates at
Auschwitz, chosen for their perceived stereotypical racial characteristics. Rudolf Brandt and
Wolfram Sievers, general manager of the Ahnenerbe, were responsible for collecting the
skeletons for the collection of the Anatomy Institute at the Reich University of Strasbourg in
the Alsace region of Occupied France. Due to a typhus epidemic, the candidates chosen for
the skeleton collection were quarantined in order to prevent them from becoming ill and ruining
their value as anatomical specimens; from a letter written by Sievers in June 1943: "Altogether
115 persons were worked on, 79 were Jews, 30 were Jewesses, 2 were Poles, and 4 were
Asiatics. At the present time these prisoners are segregated by sex and are under quarantine
in the two hospital buildings of Auschwitz."

The collection was sanctioned by Heinrich Himmler and under the direction of August Hirt.

Ultimately 87 of the inmates were shipped to Natzweiler-Struthof. The deaths of 86 of these

inmates were, in the words of Hirt, "induced" at a jury rigged gassing facility over the course of

a few days in August 1943. One of the victims was shot by the SS when he fought entering

the gas chamber. The corpses of 57 men and 29 women were sent to Strasbourg. Josef

Kramer who would become the last commandant of Bergen Belsen personally carried out the

gassing of 80 of the victims. In 1944 with the approach of the Allies, there was concern over

the possibility of the corpses being discovered; at this point they had still not been defleshed. The first part of the process for this "collection”
was to make anatomical casts of the bodies prior to reducing them to skeletons. In September 1944 Sievers telegrammed Brandt: "The
collection can be defleshed and rendered unrecognizable. This, however, would mean that the whole work had been done for nothing
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By 1943, resistance organizations had developed in the camp. These organizations helped a few
prisoners escape; these escapees took with them news of exterminations, such as the killing of
hundreds of thousands of Jews transported from Hungary between May and July 1944. On October 7,
1944, the Jewish Sonderkommandos (those inmates kept separate from the main camp and put to
work in the gas chambers and crematoria) of Birkenau Kommando 11l staged an uprising. They
attacked the SS with makeshift weapons: stones, axes, hammers, other work tools and homemade
grenades. They caught the SS guards by surprise, overpowered them and blew up the Crematorium
1V, using explosives smuggled in from a weapons factory by female inmates. At this stage they were
joined by the Birkenau Kommando | of the Crematorium Il, which also overpowered their guards and
broke out of the compound. Hundreds of prisoners escaped, but were all soon captured and, along
with an additional group who participated in the revolt, executed.[’?

There were also plans for a general uprising in Auschwitz, coordinated with an Allied air raid and a

Polish resistance (Armia Krajowa, Home Army) attack from the outside.’®”] That plan was authored
by Polish resistance fighter, Witold Pilecki, who organized in Auschwitz an underground Union of Military Organization
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too weak or sick to walk were left behind. These remaining 7,500
prisoners were liberated by the 322nd Rifle Division of the Red Army on January 27, 1945. Approximately 20,000 Auschwitz prisoners made it to

Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Germany, where they were liberated by the British in April 194582 Among the artifacts of industrial-scale
mass murder found by the Russians were 348,820 men's suits and 836,255 women's garments.

The exact number of victims at Auschwitz is impossible to fix with certainty. Since the
Nazis destroyed a number of records, immediate efforts to count the dead depended on
the testimony of witnesses and the defendants on trial at Nuremberg. While under
interrogation
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prisoners in the gas chambers.

The first gassings of prisoners occur in Auschwitz I. The SS tests Zyklon B gas by killing 600 Soviet
September prisoners of war and 250 other ill or weak prisoners. Testing takes place in a makeshift gas chamber in
3,1941 the cellar of Block 11 in Auschwitz I. The success of these experiments leads to the adoption of Zyklon
B as the killing agent for Auschwitz II-Birkenau.

January 25, Himmler informs
1942
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1943

May 30, 1943

June 24,
1943

July 19, 1943

February 21,
1944

April 7, 1944

and spend the remainder of the war in P.O.W. camps.

Josef Mengele arrives at Auschwitz. He often took part in "selections” of incoming prisoners on the ramp
at Birkenau. During his time at Auschwitz he engaged in pseudoscientific experiments on camp inmates.
He had a special fascination with twins. Mengele was known as "the Angel of Death". He escaped to

South America after the war and was never brought to justice.[los]

Crematorium Il is ready for use.[106]

Largest mass hanging at Auschwitz, public gallows constructed of train rails and railroad ties,
specifically constructed to simultaneously hang 12 Polish prisoners, part of the Survey Kommando, for
helping three prisoners escape. Two of the hanged are Boguslaw Ohrt: [no. 367] and Janusz

Pogonowskino [no. 253][107]

Primo Levi arrives in the camp from Italy.

Two Jewish prisoners, Rudolf Vrba and
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After the war, parts of Auschwitz 1 and/or its guards' quarters served first as a hospital for sick

liberated prisoners.[llg] Until 1947 some of the facilities were used as an NKVD and MBP
prison camp. The Buna
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have been reconstructed from authentic materials: 18 near the entrance building and one, on its own, farther away. All that survives of the others
are chimneys, remnants of a largely ineffective means of heating. Many of these wooden buildings were constructed from prefabricated sections
made by a company that intended them to be used as stables; inside, numerous metal rings for the tethering of horses can still be seen.

Main article: Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum

The Polish government decided to restore Auschwitz | and turn it into a museum honouring the victims of
Nazism; Auschwitz I, where buildings (many of which were prefabricated wood structures) were prone to
decay, was preserved but not restored. Today, the Auschwitz | museum site combines elements from several
periods into a single complex: for example the gas chamber at Auschwitz | (which had been converted into an
air-raid shelter for the SS) was restored and the fence was moved (because of building work being done after
the war but before the museum was established). However, in most cases the departure from the historical
truth is minor, and is clearly labelled. The museum contains many men's, women's and children's shoes
taken from their victims; also suitcases, which the deportees were encouraged to bring with them, and many
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