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The Channel Islands were occupied by Nazi Germany for much of World War II, from 30 June 

1940 until the liberation on 9 May 1945. The Bailiwick of Jersey and Bailiwick of Guernsey are 

two British Crown dependencies in the English Channel, near the coast of Normandy. The 

Channel Islands were the only part of the British Isles to be invaded and occupied by German 

forces during the war. 

On 11 June 1940, as part of the British war effort in the Battle of France, a long range RAF aerial sortie carried out by Whitley bombers against 

the Italian cities of Turin and Genoa departed from small airfields in Jersey and Guernsey. Two bombers were lost in the action.[1] On 15 June, 
after the Allied defeat in France, the British government decided that the Channel Islands were of no strategic importance and would not be 

defended, but did not give Germany this information. Thus despite the reluctance of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, the British government 

gave up the oldest possession of the Crown "without firing a single shot".[2] The Channel Islands served no purpose to the Germans other than 

the propaganda value of having occupied some British territory. The "Channel Islands had been demilitarised and declared...'an open town' ".[3] 

On 16 June 1940 the Lieutenant-Governors were instructed to make available as many boats as possible to aid the evacuation of Saint-Malo. 

Guernsey was too far away to help at such short notice. The Bailiff of Jersey called on the Royal Channel Islands Yacht Club in Jersey to 

assist. 4 yachts set off immediately, with 14 others being made ready within 24 hours. The first yachts arrived in Saint-Malo on the morning of 

17 June and embarked troops from shore to waiting transport ships; the remaining yachts form Jersey arrived on 18 June and helped clear the 

last parties from land.[4] 

Although contingency plans had been made for evacuations of government departments in the United 

Kingdom, no contingencies for evacuation had been planned for the Channel Islands. The British 

government relaxed restrictions on travel between the UK and the Channel Islands in March 1940, 

enabling tourists from the UK to avail themselves of morale-boosting holidays in traditional island 

resorts.[4] The realisation of the necessity of civilian evacuation came very late, and with no forward 
planning and secrecy being maintained, communications between the island governments and the 

UK took place in an atmosphere of confusion and misinterpretation. The British Government 

consulted the islands' elected government representatives in order to formulate a policy regarding 

evacuation. Opinion was divided and, without a policy being imposed on the islands, chaos ensued 

and different policies were adopted by the different islands. The British Government concluded their 

best policy was to make available as many ships as possible so that islanders had the option to 

leave if they wanted to. The authorities in Alderney, having no direct communication with the UK, 

recommended that all islanders evacuate, and nearly all did so; the Dame of Sark, Sibyl Mary 

Hathaway, encouraged everyone to stay. Guernsey evacuated all children of school age, giving the 

parents the option of keeping their children with them, or evacuating with their school. By 21 June it 

became apparent to the government of Guernsey that it would be impossible to evacuate everyone 
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As part of the Atlantic Wall, between 1940 and 1945 
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Memorial in Saint Peter Port: This plaque 

commemorates the evacuation of children 

and adults ahead of the Occupation of the 

Island by German forces in June 1940. 

Four fifths of the children and altogether 

almost half the population of Guernsey were 

transported to England so scarcely a family 
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who wanted to and priority would have to be given to special categories in the time remaining. The 

message in Guernsey was changed to an anti-evacuation one; in total 17,000 out of 42,000 

evacuated. In Jersey, the majority of islanders, following the consistent advice of the government, chose to stay; 6,600 out of 50,000 evacuated. 

Official evacuation boats started leaving on 20 June; the last official evacuation boat left on 23 June.[5] 

Thousands of children were evacuated with their schools to England and Scotland, and a number of 

Guernsey headteachers re-established their schools in Britain for the duration of the war. One such 

school was assisted financially by the 'Foster Parent Plan for Children Affected by War' where each 

child was sponsored by a wealthy American; one girl, Paulette, was sponsored by Eleanor Roosevelt 

herself.[6] 

The UK Home Office instructed the Lieutenant-Governors that in the eventuality of the recall of the 

representatives of the Crown, the Bailiffs should take over their responsibilities, and that the Bailiffs 

and Crown Officers should remain at their posts. The Lieutenant-Governor of Jersey discussed with 

the Bailiff of Jersey the matter of being required to carry on administration under German orders. The 

Bailiff considered that this would be contrary to his oath of allegiance, but he was instructed 

otherwise.[4] 

Last-minute arrangements were made to enable British administration to legally continue under the 

circumstances of occupation. In Jersey the Defence (Jersey) Regulations had been passed in 1939 

in accordance with powers granted under the Emergency Powers (Jersey Defence) Order in Council 

of 1939 (although it later transpired that the Privy Council revoked that Order in 1941, unknown to the 

States of Jersey, thereby putting in doubt the legal basis of measures taken in accordance with the 

law as it was believed to have been). The withdrawal of the Lieutenant Governors on 21 June 1940 

and the cutting of contact with the Privy Council prevented Royal Assent being given to laws passed 

by the legislatures, and in Jersey 46 laws had to be retroactively given assent after Liberation through 

the adoption of the Confirmation of Laws (Jersey) Law 1945.[7] The Bailiffs took over the civil, but not the military, functions of the Lieutenant 

Governors.[5] 

The traditional consensus-based governments of the bailiwicks were unsuited to swift executive action, and therefore in the face of imminent 

occupation, smaller instruments of government were adopted. 

In Guernsey, the States of Deliberation voted on 21 June 1940 to hand responsibility for running Island affairs to a Controlling Committee, under 

the presidency of HM Attorney General Ambrose Sherwill. Sherwill was selected rather than the Bailiff, Sir Victor Carey, as he was a younger 

and more robust person. The Committee was given almost all the executive power of the States, and had a quorum of three persons under the 

president (who could nominate additional members). Membership of the Controlling Committee was initially 8 members.[4] Sherwill was 
imprisoned by the Germans as a result of his attempts to shelter the British servicemen in the fallout from Operation Ambassador in 1940. He 

was released but banned from office in January 1941.[4] Jurat John Leale replaced him as president of the Controlling Committee.[5] 

The States of Jersey passed the Defence (Transfer of Powers) (Jersey) Regulation 1940 on 27 June 1940 to amalgamate the various executive 

committees into 8 departments each under the presidency of a States Member. The presidents along with the Crown Officers made up the 

Superior Council under the presidency of the Bailiff.[4] 

Since the legislatures met in public session, the creation of smaller executive bodies that could meet behind closed doors enabled freer 

discussion of matters such as how far to comply with German orders.[4] 

Since the Germans did not realise that the islands had been demilitarised (news of the 

demilitarisation had been suppressed until 30 June 1940),[4] they approached them with some 
caution. Reconnaissance flights were inconclusive. On 28 June 1940, they sent a squadron of 

bombers over the islands and bombed the harbours of Guernsey and Jersey. In St Peter Port, the 

main town of Guernsey, some lorries lined up to load tomatoes for export to England were 

mistaken by the reconnaissance for troop carriers. Forty-four islanders were killed in the raids. 

While the Wehrmacht was preparing to land an assault force of two battalions to capture the 

islands, a reconnaissance pilot, Hauptmann Liebe-Pieteritz, made a test landing at Guernsey's 

deserted airfield on 30 June to check the level of defence. He reported his brief landing to Luftflotte 

3 who came to the decision that the Islands were not defended. A platoon of Luftwaffe soldiers 

were flown that evening to Guernsey by Junkers transport planes. Inspector Sculpher of the 

Guernsey police went to the airport carrying a letter signed by the Bailiff stating that "This Island 

has been declared an Open Island by His Majesty's Government of the United Kingdom. There 

are no armed forces of any description. The bearer has been instructed to hand this 

communication to you. He does not understand the German language." He found that the airport 

had been taken over by the Luftwaffe. The senior German officer, Major Lanz, asked to be taken 

to the Island's chief man. In this way the Lufwaffe pre-empted the Wehrmacht's invasion plans. 

They went by police car to the Royal Hotel where they were joined by the Bailiff, the President of 

the Controlling Committee and other officials. Lanz announced through an interpreter that 

Guernsey was now under German occupation.[4] Jersey surrendered on 1 July. Alderney, where 
only a handful of islanders remained, was occupied on 2 July and a small detachment travelled 

from Guernsey to Sark, which officially surrendered on 4 July. 

The German forces quickly consolidated their positions. They brought in infantry, established communications and anti-aircraft defences, 

established an air service with mainland France and rounded up British servicemen on leave. 

 

1940: A group of girls evacuated from 

the Channel Islands to Marple in Cheshire try 

on clothes and shoes which have been 

donated as gifts by America. 
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German soldiers in Jersey. 

Occupation [edit]
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Main article: Military Administration in France (Nazi Germany) 

The Germans organised their administration as part of the department of Manche, administered as 

part of military government Area A based in St. Germain. Feldkommandantur 515 was set up in 

Jersey, with a Nebenstelle in Guernsey (also covering Sark), an Aussenstelle in Alderney, and a 

logistics Zufuhrstelle in Granville.[4] 

The Kommandant issued an order in Guernsey on 2 July 1940 and in Jersey on 8 July 1940 

instructing that laws passed by the legislatures would have to be given assent by the Kommandant 

and that German orders were to be registered as legislation. The civil courts would continue in 

operation, but German military courts would try breaches of German law. At first the Bailiffs 

submitted legislation for the assent of the Kommandant signed in their capacities as Lieutenant 

Governors. At the end of 1941, the Kommandant objected to this style and subsequent legislation 

was submitted simply signed as Bailiff.[4] 

The German authorities changed the Channel Island time zone from GMT to CET to bring the islands 

into line with continental Europe, and the rule of the road was also changed to driving on the right. 

Scrip (occupation money) was issued in Guernsey to keep the economy going. German military 

forces used their own scrip for payment of goods and services. 

A large number of people were active in resistance[5] - a 
total of around 4000 people were sentenced for breaking 

German laws (around 2600 in Jersey and 1400 in 

Guernsey); 570 prisoners were sent to continental prisons 

and camps, and at least 22 persons from Jersey and 9 from Guernsey did not return.[5] It is 
estimated that over 200 people in Jersey provided material and moral support to escaped forced 

workers, including over 100 who were involved in the network of safe houses sheltering escapees.[9] 
A number of Islanders, such as Peter Crill, escaped. 225 people escaped in total: 150 from Jersey, 

and 75 from Guernsey.[5] The number of escapes increased after D-Day, when conditions in the 
islands worsened as supply routes to the continent were cut off and the desire to join in the liberation 

of Europe increased. By size of population, the percentage of the population who participated in acts 

of active resistance is estimated to be comparable with that in other occupied European countries.[9] 

Resistance involved passive resistance, acts of minor sabotage, sheltering and aiding escaped slave 

 

Orders of the Commandant of the 

German Forces in Occupation of the Island 

of Jersey, 2 July 1940 

Resistance and collaboration [edit]

 

Plaque: During the period of the German 

occupation of Jersey, from 1 July 1940 to 9 

May 1945, many inhabitants were 

imprisoned for acts of protest and defiance 

against the Occupation Forces in H.M. 

Prison, Gloucester Street which stood on 

this site. Others were deported and held in 

camps in Germany and elsewhere from 

which some did not return. 

 

Plaque on war memorial, Saint Ouen, 

Jersey, to Louisa Mary Gould, victim of Nazi 
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treated by others wherever they might be. Some saw helping fugitives as the only practical way of defying the Germans in the face of obstacles 

to more active forms of resistance. In other occupied countries, those who sheltered victims of Nazism were generally offering help to local 

deserters from forced service and Jews - mostly their friends, neighbours, family, or people from the same social milieu. With so few Jews in the 

community, and the forced labour situation being different, in the Channel Islands those who helped fugitives were generally harbouring strangers 

with whom they did not share a language.[9] 

The policy of the island governments, acting under instructions communicated by the British Government before the occupation, was passive 

co-operation. This has been criticised (see Bunting)[clarification needed], particularly with regard to the treatment of Jews. Author David Fraser 
contends that "the most prominent members of the islands' governmental and legal systems, from the Bailiffs, Alexander Coutanche and Victor 

Carey, to their respective Attorneys-General 
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Leister, an Englishman of German extraction, had come to Jersey as part of the Peace Pledge Union party. They took to burglary of houses left 

unoccupied by families that had evacuated. In 1942 they were sentenced by the German military court for a number of offences and sent to 

Dijon to serve their sentences. They returned to Jersey on their release in February 1943 but were deported as undesirables to Kreuzberg in 

Germany.[18] They both joined the British Freikorps.[19] Eddie Chapman became a double agent. 

Norman Le Brocq of the Jersey Communist Party led a resistance group called Jersey Democratic Movement. The resistance helped many of 

the Soviet forced labourers that the Germans had brought to the island. JDM, the JCP and Transport and General Workers
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raid originally planned for the night of 9/10 February 1943, as simultaneous raids on Herm, Jethou 

and Brecqhou. The objective was to take prisoners and gain information about the situation in the 

occupied Channel Islands. Cancelled because of bad weather, Huckaback was reinvented as a raid 

on Herm alone. Operation Hardtack was a series of commando raids in the Channel Islands and the 

northern coast of France in December 1943. 

In 1943, Vice Admiral Lord Mountbatten proposed a plan to retake the islands named Operation 

Constellation. The proposed attack was never mounted. 

As part of the Atlantic Wall, between 1940 and 1945 the occupying German forces and the 

Organisation Todt constructed fortifications, roads and other facilities in the Channel Islands. Much of 

work was carried out by imported labour, including thousands from the Soviet Union,[28] and under 

the supervision of the German forces.[29] The Germans transported over 16,000 slave workers to the 
Channel Islands to build fortifications. Five categories of construction worker were employed (or used) 

by the Germans. 

Paid foreign labour was recruited from occupied Europe, including French, Belgian and Dutch 

workers (including some members of resistance movements who used the opportunity to travel to 

gain access to maps and plans.[18] 

Conscripted labourers from France, Belgium and the Netherlands were also assigned. In 1941 

hundreds of unemployed French Algerians and Moroccans were handed to the Germans by the 

Vichy government and sent to Jersey. Around 2000 Spaniards who had taken refuge in France after 

the Spanish Civil War and who had been interned were handed over for forced labour.[18] 

Most of the Soviet slave workers came from Ukraine.[18] 1,000 French Jews were imported.[1]
 

The problem of the use of local labour arose early in the 

Occupation. On 7 August Deputy Le Quesne, who was in 

charge of Jersey's Labour Department, refused a German 

order to provide labour for improvements at Jersey Airport 

on the grounds that this would be to provide military 

assistance to the enemy. On 12 August the Germans 

stated that unless labour was forthcoming men would be 

conscripted. The builders who had originally built the 

airport undertook the work under protest. In the face of 

threats of conscription and deportation to France, 

resistance to the demands led to an ongoing tussle over 

the interpretation of the Hague Convention and the 

definition of military and non-military works. An example 

that arose was to what extent non-military "gardening" 

was being intended as military camouflage. On 1 August 

1941 the Germans accepted that the Hague Convention laid down that no civilian could be compelled 

to work on military projects. However the case of the reinforcement of sea walls, which could legitimately be described as civilian sea defences 

(important for islands) but were undeniably of military benefit in terms of coastal defence, showed how difficult it was to distinguish in practice. 

Economic necessity drove many Islanders to take up employment offered by the Germans, taking the opportunity to sabotage or delay works, 

and to steal tools and provisions. Lorry drivers siphoned off scarce petrol to barter for food with farmers. The Germans also induced civilian 

labour by offering those who contravened curfew or other regulations employment on building projects as an alternative to deportation to 

Germany.[18] 

The fifth category of labour were UK conscientious objectors and Irish citizens. As many of the Islands' young men had joined the Armed Forces 

at the outbreak of war, there was a shortfall in manual labour on the farms, particularly for the potato crop. 150 registered conscientious 

objectors associated with the Peace Pledge Union and 456 Irish workers were recruited for Jersey. A number of these chose to remain and were 

trapped by the Occupation. Some of the conscientious objectors were communists and regarded the German-Soviet pact as a justification for 

working for the Germans. Others participated in non-violent resistance activities. As the Irish workers were citizens of a neutral country (see 

Irish neutrality during World War II), they were free to work for the Germans as they wished and many did so. The Germans attempted to foster 

Pier: bombs can be seen falling from the 

aircraft in the left-hand corner, which was 

itself nearly hit by bombs dropped from the 

photographing aircraft (seen exploding at 

the bottom). 

Fortification and construction [edit]

 

Bunker in St Ouen's Bay, Jersey 

 

Plaques: "To Republican Spaniards 

victims of Nazism 1942-1945" - "In memory 

of Polish people who lost their lives in 

Jersey in the war against Nazism 1942-

1945" 

 

Plaque on bench "In memory of Clifford 

Joe Gavey who died 27/8/2006 aged 85 

years from 1939-1945 worked as a labourer 

on this road Route du Nord during the 

German Occupation", Route du Nord, Saint 

John, Jersey 

anti-British and IRA sympathies with propaganda events aimed at the Irish (see also Irish Republican Army 
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opened in July 1942, the ceremony being disrupted by passively-resisting Jersey spectators.[4] The 
Alderney Railway was taken over by the Germans who lifted part of the standard gauge line and 

replaced it with a metre gauge line, worked by two Feldbahn 0-4-0 diesel locomotives. The German 

railway infrastructure was dismantled after the liberation in 1945. 

The Germans showed in the Channel Islands what they would have done to British Jews had they 

occupied Britain. There were only a small number of foreign and British Jews in the Channel Islands. 

Most of the Channel Island Jews wisely evacuated (June 1940), but officials did not permit foreign 

Jews to leave for Britain. Three Jewish women of German and Polish nationality, Therese Steiner, 
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advances  

John (Jack) Soyer: sentenced for possession of a wireless, escaped from prison in France  

Joseph Tierney: first member of Saint Saviour wireless network to be arrested  

Main article: Alderney concentration camps 

The Germans built four concentration camps in Alderney. The camps were subcamps of the 

Neuengamme concentration camp outside Hamburg and each was named after one of the Frisian 

Islands: Lager Norderney located at Saye, Lager Borkum at Platte Saline, Lager Sylt near the old 
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Although plans had been drawn up and proposed in 1943 by Vice Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten for Operation Constellation, a military 

reconquest of the islands, these plans were never carried out. The Channel Islands were liberated after the German surrender. 

On 8 May 1945 at 10:00 AM the islanders were informed by the German authorities that the war was 

over. Churchill made a radio broadcast at 3:00 PM during which he announced that: 

Liberation [edit]

 

Plaque in the Royal Square, St Helier: On 

8 May 1945 from the balcony above 

Alexander Moncrieff Coutanche, Bailiff of 

Jersey, announced that the island was to be 

liberated after five years of German military 

occupation. On 10 May 1985 Her Royal 

Highness the Duchess of Kent unveiled this 

plaque to commemorate the Liberation. 

Hostilities will end officially at one minute after midnight tonight, but in the interests of saving lives 

the "Cease fire" began yesterday to be sounded all along the front, and our dear Channel Islands are 

also to be freed today.[44]  

The following morning, 9 May 1945, HMS Bulldog arrived 

in St Peter Port, Guernsey and the German forces 

surrendered unconditionally aboard the vessel at dawn. 

British forces landed in St Peter Port shortly afterwards, 

greeted by crowds of joyous but malnourished islanders. 

HMS Beagle, which had set out at the same time from 

Plymouth, performed a similar role in liberating Jersey. 

Two naval officers, one of whom was Surgeon Lt Ronald 

McDonald, were met by the Harbour Master who escorted 

them to the Harbourmaster's Office where they together 

hoisted the Union Flag, before also raising it on the 

flagstaff of the Pomme D'Or Hotel. This is re-enacted 

every year. From 2003 to 2011 Harbourmaster and Jerseyman Captain Howard Le Cornu performed 

this annually. His father John E. Le Cornu and uncle David M. Le Cornu had been in the crowds and 

had witnessed the occasion on 9 May 1945. 

It appears that the first place liberated in Jersey may have been the British General Post Office 

Jersey repeater station. Mr Warder, a GPO lineman, had been stranded in the island during the 

occupation. He did not wait for the island to be liberated and went to the repeater station where he 

informed the German officer in charge that he was taking over the building on behalf of the British 

Post Office.[45] 

Sark was not liberated until 10 May 1945, and the German troops in Alderney did not surrender until 

16 May 1945. The German prisoners of war were not removed from Alderney until 20 May 1945, and 

its population could not start to return until December 1945, after clearing up had been carried out by German troops under British military 

supervision. 

The main Liberation forces arrived in the islands on 12 May 1945. A Royal Proclamation read out by 

Brigadier Snow in both Guernsey and Jersey vested the authority of military government in him. The 

British government had planned for the relief and restoration of order in the islands. Stockpiles of 

food, clothing, pots and pans and household necessities had been stockpiled so as to supply 

islanders immediately. It was decided that to minimise financial disruption Reichsmarks would 

continue in circulation until they could be exchanged for sterling.[4] 

In Sark, the Dame was left in command of the 275 German troops in the island until 17 May when 

they were transferred as prisoners of war to England. The UK Home Secretary visited Guernsey on 

14 May and Jersey on 15 May and offered an explanation in person to the States in both bailiwicks 

as to why it had been felt in the interests of the islands not to defend them in 1940 and not to use 

force to liberate them after D-Day.[4] 

On 7 June the King and Queen visited Jersey and 

Guernsey to welcome the oldest possessions of the 

Crown back to freedom.[4] 

Since the state of affairs in the islands had been largely 

unknown and there had been uncertainty as to the extent 

of resistance by the German forces, the Defence (Channel 

Islands) Regulations of 1944 had vested sweeping 

administrative powers in the military governor. As it turned 

out that the German surrender was entirely peaceful and 

orderly and civil order had been maintained, these regulations were used only for technical purposes 

such as reverting to Greenwich Mean Time. Each bailiwick was left to make its own regulations as 

necessary. However the situation of retrospectively regularising legislation passed without Royal 

Assent had to be dealt with. Brigadier Snow signed regulations on 13 June (promulgated 16 June) to renew orders in Jersey and ordinances in 

Guernsey as though there had been no interruption in their technical validity. The period of military government lasted until 25 August 1945 when 

new Lieutenant Governors in each bailiwick were appointed.[4] 

Following the liberation of 1945, allegations of collaboration with the occupying authorities were investigated. By November 1946, the UK Home 

Secretary was in a position to inform the UK House of Commons[46] that most of the allegations lacked substance and only 12 cases of 
collaboration were considered for prosecution, but the Director of Public Prosecutions had ruled out prosecutions on insufficient grounds. In 

particular, it was decided that there were no legal grounds for proceeding against those alleged to have informed to the occupying authorities 

against their fellow-citizens.[47] The only trials connected to the Occupation of the Channel Islands to be conducted under the Treachery Act 
1940 were against individuals from among those who had come to the Islands from the UK in 1939-1940 for agricultural work. These included 

conscientious objectors associated with the Peace Pledge Union and people of Irish extraction.[5] 

 

A scene on board HMS Bulldog during 

the first conference with Captain Lieutenant 

Zimmerman prior to the signing of the 

surrender document which liberated the 

Channel Islands on 9 May 1945. Left to right 

around the table are: Admiral Stuart (Royal 

Navy), Brigadier General A E Snow (Chief 

British Emissary), Captain H Herzmark 

(German Army), Wing Commander Archie 

Steward (Royal Air Force), Lieutenant 

Colonel E A Stoneman, Major John 

Margeson, Colonel H R Power (all of the 

British Army) and Captain Lieutenant 

Zimmerman (German Army). 

Aftermath [edit]

 

10 May 1945: The restoration of British 

administration is proclaimed 

 

The Royal coat of arms on the States 

Building in Saint Helier commemorates the 

post-Liberation visit of King George VI 
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In Jersey and Guernsey, laws[48][49] were passed to confiscate retrospectively the financial gains made by war profiteers and black marketeers, 
although these measures also affected those who had made legitimate profits during the years of military occupation. 

'Jerry-bags' were women who had fraternized with German soldiers. This had aroused indignation among some citizens. In the hours following 

the liberation, members of the British liberating forces were obliged to intervene to prevent revenge attacks.[50] 

For two years after the liberation, Alderney was operated as a communal farm. Craftsmen were paid by their employers, whilst others were paid 

by the local government out of the profit from the sales of farm produce. Remaining profits were put aside to repay the British Government for 

repairing and rebuilding the island. As a result of resentment by the local population about not being allowed to control their own land, the United 

Kingdom Home Office set up an enquiry that led to the "Government of Alderney Law 1948", which came into force on 1 January 1949. The law 

provided for an elected States of Alderney, a justice system and, for the first time in Alderney, the imposition of taxes. Due to the small 

population of Alderney, it was believed that the island could not be self-sufficient in running the airport and the harbour, as well as in providing an 

acceptable level of services. The taxes were therefore collected into the general Bailiwick of Guernsey revenue funds (at the same rate as 

Guernsey) and administered by the States of Guernsey. Guernsey became responsible for many governmental functions and services. 

Particularly in Guernsey, which evacuated the majority of school-age children ahead of the occupation, the occupation weakened the indigenous 

culture of the island. Many felt that the children "left as Guerns and returned as English". This was particularly felt in the loss of the local dialect 

- children who were fluent in Guernesiais when they left, found that after five years of non-use they had lost much of the language. 

In December 1945 a list of British honours was announced to recognise a certain number of prominent islanders for services during the 

Occupation.[51] The Bailiff of Jersey, Alexander Coutanche,[52] the Bailiff of Guernsey, Victor Carey, and Jurat Leale, President of the Controlling 
Committee, Guernsey, were knighted. Charles Duret Aubin, HM Attorney-General, Jersey, Jurat Dorey, Jersey, and Ambrose Sherwill, HM 

Procureur, Guernsey, received CBEs
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Saint Helier is twinned (since 2002) with Bad Wurzach, where numbers of deported Channel 

Islanders were interned.[62]  

In 1966, Norman Le Brocq and 19 other islanders were awarded gold watches by the Soviet Union 

as a sign of gratitude for their role in the resistance movement.  

Former fugitives who had been sheltered by Islanders were included among the guests at 50th 

anniversary celebrations of the Liberation in 1995.[9]  

On 9 March 2010 the award of British Hero of the Holocaust was made to 25 individuals 

posthumously, including 4 Jersey people, by the United Kingdom government in recognition of 

British citizens who assisted in rescuing victims of the Holocaust. The Jersey recipients were 

Albert Bedane, Louisa Gould, Ivy Forster and Harold Le Druillenec. It was, according to historian 

Freddie Cohen, the first time that the British Government recognised the heroism of Islanders 

during the German Occupation.[11]  

The Liberation Jersey International Music Festival[63] was set up in Jersey in 2008 to remember 
the period of occupation.  

A number of documentaries have been made about the Occupation, mixing interviews with 

participants, both islanders and soldiers, archive footage, photos and manuscripts and modern 

day filming around the extensive fortifications still in place. These films include: 

High Tide Productions' In Toni's Footsteps: The Channel Island Occupation Remembered[64] - 
52min documentary tracing the history of the Occupation following the discovery of a 

notebook in an attic in Guernsey belonging to a German soldier named Toni Kumpel.  

There have also been a number of TV and film dramas set in the occupied islands: 

Appointment with Venus, a film set on the fictional island of Armorel (based on the island of Sark).  

ITV's Enemy at the Door, set in Guernsey and shown between 1978 and 1980  

The Eagle Has Landed (1977), directed by John Sturges, had a passage set in Alderney where Radl (Robert Duvall) meets Steiner 

(Michael Caine).  

A&E's Night of the Fox (1990), set in Jersey shortly before D-Day in 1944.  

ITV's Island at War (2004), a drama set in the fictional Channel Island of St Gregory. It was shown by US TV network PBS as part of 

their Masterpiece Theatre series in 2005.  

The 2001 film The Others starring Nicole Kidman was set in Jersey in 1945 just after the end of the occupation.  

A stage play, Dame of Sark, by William Douglas-Home, is set in Sark during the German occupation, and is based on the Dame's diaries of 

this period. It was televised by Anglia Television in 1976, and starred Celia Johnson. It was directed by Alvin Rakoff and adapted for the small 

screen by David Butler.  

The following novels have been set in the German-occupied islands:  

Higgins, Jack (1970), A Game for Heroes
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