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Symphonie des Kampfwillens was made at this rally.  
1929 
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Reichsparteitage were a self-portrayal of the National Socialist, state and had no programmatic task. The unity of 
the nation was to be demonstrated. 
In a propagandistic way a relation was to be drawn between the Party and the glory of the medieval emperors 
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commemoration of the 16 dead of the "Hitlerputsch" (the so-called "Martyrs of the Movement") (Beer Hall 
Putsch)
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Germany and could seat 16,000 people. 
Dating back to the Bavarian Exposition, the former machine hall was 
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spare-looking, reserved Westphalian with a close-shaven 
head, Troost belonged to a school of architects, Peter 
Behrens and Walter Gropius who, even before 1914, reacted 
sharply against the highly ornamental Jugendstil and 
advocated a restrained, lean architectural approach, almost 
devoid of ornament. Troost graduated from designing 
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Deutsches Stadion 

 
Along with his plans for the Welthauptstadt Germania ("world capital 
Germania"), Albert Speer made the plans for the world's largest stadium 
which was to be located on the rally grounds. 
 

Der ived f rom the  Panathena ic  
Stadium of Athens, it would have 
offered 400,000 seats. 
I t  w a s  t o  g e t  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  
horseshoe; planned dimensions: length: 800 m, width: 450 m, height: 100 
m, building area 350,000 m
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by Adolf Hitler, interspersed with footage of massed party 
members. 
Hitler commissioned the film and served as an unofficial 
executive producer; his name appears in the opening titles. 
The overriding theme of the film is the return of Germany as 
a great power, with Hitler as the 'True German Leader' who 
will bring glory to the nation. 

 
'Triumph des Willens' was released in 1935 and 
rapidly became one of the best-known examples of propaganda in film 
history. 
Riefenstahl's techniques, such as moving cameras, the use of long focus 
lenses to create a distorted perspective, aerial photography, and 
revolutionary approach to the use of music and cinematography, have 
earned 'Triumph des Willens' recognition as one of the greatest films in 
history. 
Riefenstahl won several awards, not only in Germany but also in the United 
States, France, Sweden, and other countries. 
The film was popular in the Third Reich and elsewhere, and has continued 
to influence movies, documentaries, and commercials to this day. 
Frank Capra's seven-film series 'Why We Fight' is said to have been 

directly inspired by and America's response to 'Triumph des Willens'. 
 

Leni Riefenstahl 
 

Helene Bertha Amalie "Leni" Riefenstahl 
(22 August 1902 
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The gold medal in Venice in 1935 and 
the gold medal at the World Exhibition 
in Paris in 1937, however, at the end 
of the war this fi lm destroyed Leni 
Riefenstahl's career, for now it had no 
longer been recognized as a piece of 
art but been condemned as a National 
Socialist propaganda film. 
Her world-f amous  f i lm  abou t  t he  
Olympic games was equal ly  wel l  
received. 

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 9 / 13

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-OuCfwH5r4Cc/UYA3umJqwII/AAAAAAAAQVc/5XOBUtPM6N0/s1600/Olympia+-+'Fest+der+Sch%C3%B6nheit'++2+-+Leni+Riefenstahl+-+Germany+1900-1939+-+Third+Reich-+NSDAP+-+Peter+Crawford.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HLBnFpx4vZA/UYA3GooDeAI/AAAAAAAAQVU/t4Cnc9ww7VM/s1600/Olympia+-+'Fest+der+Sch%C3%B6nheit'+-+Leni+Riefenstahl+-+Germany+1900-1939+-+Third+Reich-+NSDAP+-+Peter+Crawford.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-SkKJCQ7A9Es/UX-O6V5qt1I/AAAAAAAAQPM/zN_qZI7_2Jc/s1600/Bundesarchiv_Bild_152-42-31,_N%C3%BCrnberg,_Leni_Riefenstahl_mit_Heinrich_Himmler.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-x89o0k8rBMI/UYAnTmd0x_I/AAAAAAAAQR0/C_Hfq89efmc/s1600/Leni+Riefenstahl+-+Triumph+of+thee+Will+-+Naz+iParty+Day+-+1934+-+Lord+of+the+Harvest+-+Occult+Third+Reich+-+Peter+Crawford.jpg


officials reenacted their speeches in a studio for her. 
Riefenstahl also used a film crew that was extravagant by the standards of the day. 
Her crew consisted of 172 people, including 10 technical staff, 36 cameramen and 
assistants (operating in 16 teams with 30 cameras), nine aerial photographers, 17 
newsreel men, 12 newsreel crew, 17 lighting men, two photographers, 26 drivers, 37 
security personnel, four labor service workers, and two office assistants. 
Many of her cameramen also dressed in SA uniforms so they could blend into the 
crowds. 
Riefenstahl had the difficult task of condensing an estimated 61 hours of film into two 
hours. 
She labored to complete the film as fast as she could, going so far as to sleep in the editing room filled with 
hundreds of thousands of feet of film footage. 
 

Themes 

 

Triumph of the Will is sometimes seen as an example of Nazi political 
religion. 
The primary religion in Germany before the Second World War was 
Christianity. 
With the primary sects being Roman Catholic and Protestant, the Christian 
views in this movie are clearly meant to allow the movie to better connect 
with the intended audience. 
Religion is a major theme in 'Triumph'. 
The film opens with Hitler descending 'god-like' out of the skies past twin 
cathedral spires. 
It contains many scenes of church bells ringing, and individuals in a state of near-religious fervor. 
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Among the themes presented, the desire for 
pride in Germany and the purification of the 
German people is well exemplified through the 
speeches and ideals of  the Third Reich 
in 'Triumph'. 
In every speech given and shown in 'Triumph', 
pride is one of the major focuses. 
Hitler advocates to the people that they should 
not be satisfied with their current state and 
they should not be satisfied with the descent 
from power and greatness Germany has 
endured since World War I. 
The German people should believe in themselves and the movement that is 
occurring in Germany. 

Hitler promotes pride in Germany through the unification of it. 
To unify Germany, Hitler believes purification would have to take place. 
 
Hitler preaches to the people in his speeches that they should believe in 
their country and themselves. 
The German people are better than what they have become because of 
the impurities in society. 
Hitler wants them to believe in him and believe what he wants to do for 
his people, and what he is doing is for the country's and people's benefit. 
 

 
In the closing speech of 'Triumph 
of the Will', Hitler enters the room 
f rom the  back ,  appear ing  to  
emerge from the people. 
After a one sentence introduction, 
he tells his faithful Nazis how the 
German nation has subordinated 
itself to the Party. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
He promises that the new state that the Party has created will endure for 
thousands of years. 
Hitler says that the youth will carry on after the old have weakened. 
As the massed bands and choirs ring out the 'Horst Wessel Lied' the 
camera focuses on the large Swastika above Hitler and the film ends with 
the images of this Swastika imposed on party members marching in a 
columns. 
His speech brought attention to the rally, and created a huge turnout in the 
following years. 
He attracted many people in the way that he addressed the issues and his 
people. 
He spoke to them as if it were a sermon and engaged the people. 
In 1934, over a million Germans participated in the Nuremberg Rally. 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

Hitler's Speach to Political Leaders of the NSDAP 
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that the time of inner turmoil is as much behind us as is the time of external threats. 
As we have come together here, so too today the German people has come together. As you have marched here 
in columns beneath your flags, my flag bearers, the German people are behind you! I have reminded the German 
people in my proclamation of the wonders of the past four years. We are reminded at this festival what has 
become of the German people. 
What a spirit seized our people! How proud and manly it has once more become. It has overcome all the powers 
of destruction, collapse and dishonor, and has found once again the path to honor! Today we can again be 
proud of our people! This miracle that has renewed our people, my fighting comrades, is not a gift from heaven 
given to those unworthy of it. 
Never has there been a movement that struggled with more fanatic, devoted, sacrificial commitment to national 
resurrection than we have shown in the past eighteen years! 
We have fought for our people for the souls of millions, of our workers, our farmers, our citizens! We have fought 
as one fights only for the most priceless gift that this world has to offer. What have we given over these years in 
work, in sacrifice, in devotion, in fanaticism, in contempt of death! We were successful not only because I was 
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